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LATENT IMAGE OF EXPOSED DRY PLATES. 



By Professor W. J. Hussey. 

In No. 40 of these Publications, page 76, Mr. Perrine has 
given an account of the change which he has observed in the 
latent image of exposed dry plates. Since the permanency of 
the latent image is a matter of great practical importance to 
photographers and astronomers in all cases where the plates can- 
not be developed very soon after exposure, the following note 
may be of interest. 

In May, 1891, I made a considerable number of contact 
positives at the observatory at Ann Arbor. I was unable to 
develop all of the exposures at the time. In April, 1892, some 
exposures for views were made that were not developed. These 
plates were brought to California in June, 1892, and in the fol- 
lowing autumn one of the contact positives was developed. 
Nothing peculiar was noticed in the course of its development. 
This was at least sixteen months after its exposure. Last month, 
February, 1895, another of these contact positives was developed, 
and also one of the views. The former developed fairly well, 
showing that the image had not faded to any decided extent, if 
at all, in the course of the forty-five months that the image had 
lain latent. The view did not develop in a thoroughly satisfac- 
tory manner, but apparently from other causes than the fading 
of the image; probably largely on account of the poor quality 
of the lens used, and improper focusing. 

The contact positives were made on Seed 26 plates, 6% X8j4; 
the views, on Carbutt "Eclipse" plates, 5X7. 



